
 

 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Cuneo, 13-16 October 2010 

BUILDING AND COMMUNICATING  
A NEW MODEL OF DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
From October 13 to 16, the 8th International Forum will be held at Cuneo. The goal: to outline a new 
economic and social model compatible with the biological limits that the Earth imposes. One hundred and 
thirty journalists from five continents are expected. 
 
In Italy and worldwide there are hundreds of positive experiences that demonstrate the ability to combine 
progress and environmental sustainability in human actions. Frequently, though, these experiences remain 
isolated, and the public does not have the tools to fully assess their importance. This is because the current 
model of development, while viewing environmental protection projects and the spreading of clean/green 
technology as something positive, still does not view them as essential. We need a framework in which to 
insert these practices, and which allows them to be valued. Unfortunately there are few journalists who can 
write well about the innovative concepts essential for our future: ecological debt, human capital, natural 
capital, and biological planetary boundaries. 
 
That is why this year the traditional Greenaccord event, the International Media Forum on the Protection 
of Nature "People Building Futures - Borders Boundaries and Values for Sustainable Living", to be held in 
Cuneo from 13 to 16 October, will aim to trace out a new economic, social, and political model which is 
very environmentally friendly. 
 
"In years past, scientists invited by Greenaccord from around the world," – says Andrea Masullo, chairman of 
the Scientific Committee of Greenaccord – “ have explained why humanity is following a very risky path, one 
without long-term prospects, carrying out a model of development wherein damages will inevitably 
outweigh benefits, causing a dramatic drop in wealth on a global scale. " 
 
But the Forum will also seek to highlight the ethical, political, social, physical, philosophical and 
anthropological boundaries within which human action can be constructively integrated in the biosphere. 
As in previous years, over 130 journalists from dozens of countries on five continents will be in attendance 
at the Forum. The long road to explaining to the public the inevitability of change of a change in paradigm 
must begin with "training the trainers". 
 
Equally long is the list of speakers who will alternate in the eight sessions of meetings. Among them: Robert 
Costanza, one of the leading experts in ecological economics, will discuss the ecological limits within which 
human action can take place, Friedrich Hinterberger, president of the Sustainable Europe Research 
Institute, will analyze the relationship between social debt and ecological debt; Giuliana Galli (Vice-
President of the Compagnia di San Paolo), Gary Gardner, research director at the Worldwatch Institute and 
the philosopher Aldo Masullo, who will reflect on the ethical and philosophical reference points for a  
future sustainable model. And again: Erik Assadourian, a researcher at the Worldwatch Institute, who will 
define strategies for the widespread acceptance of a culture of sustainability, replacing the dominant 
culture of unbridled consumption, Joan Martinez Alier, University of Barcelona, who will outline a new 

 



 

 

natural resource ethos that goes beyond the logic of appropriation and private hoarding; Karlson Charlie 
Hargroves, researcher at Murdoch University, and Joseph Tainter, Professor at the Department of the 
Environment and Society at Utah State University, who will outline the basic principles of a sustainable 
economy. 

 
In addition to the many teachers and researchers, concrete examples and experiences that can be virtuous 
models for the diffusion of new paradigms on a large scale will be presented. Ana Lorena Guevara, Deputy 
Minister for the Environment, Energy and Telecommunications of Costa Rica, a country for decades 
engaged in the construction of a development "more and more in harmony with nature”, will participate in 
the Forum as well.  
 
The German city of Tübingen, where a sort of zero emissions neighborhood has grown up, a cooperative of 
women in Africa who recycle plastic, an organic waste recycling plant with zero emissions in Cuneo, and the 
sustainable reconstruction project of Onna, one of the cities hardest hit by the earthquake in Abruzzi 
eighteen months ago, will all be examples illustrated at the Forum. 
 
The complete program of the Eighth International Media Forum on the Protection of Nature is available at 
www.greenaccord.org. You can also follow live on the internet, streaming from the site 
www.greencanal.eu. 
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