
 
 

Economists and researchers  are offering solutions at the Greenaccord International Forum

RESOURCES ARE LIMITED
ACKNWOLEDGING A SENSE OF BOUNDARIE WILL SAVE THE 

WORLD
 

The illusion of an unlimited growth has brought the man-kind to the doorstep of catastrophy. 
Changing prospectives, logics and approaches towards natural resources is the only way to avoid 
it.
 
Cuneo, 14th of October 2010 – The key word of today's conferences is sobriety. Although the 

country of origin and the branch of specialization might change, the lecturers speaking today at 

the International Media Forum for Protection of Nature “People Building Future – Boundaries 

and Values for a Sustainable Lifestyle” being held at the Meeting Centre of the Province of Cuneo 

propose the same solutions. To rethink our lifestyle is the only way to give our planet a safe 

future. And the first step must be to find our sense of limit, forgotten a long time ago to pursue 

the illusion of a permanent and unlimited growth.

“The integrity of nature and of human beings is being sacrificed in order to produce as much as 

possible in the least time possible, to the point where we are compromising vital functions such 

as climate regulation” has denounced Andrea Masullo, professor of Environmental studies at 

the University of Camerino. “This spasmodic production corresponds to a consumerist culture 

which associates happiness not with the satisfaction of our fundamental needs but with a constant 

growth of the quantity and intensity for our desires”.

“The unlimited growth we have been pursuing for so many years has created a paradox: being 

unlimited causes impoverishment” says Gary Gardner, research director at the Worldwatch 

Institute. “We have been assisting to a material impoverishment because natural resources are 

quickly ending, to an ecological impoverishment because we have been destroying the planet's 

biodiversity and to a moral impoverishment that has  made us accustomed to an unacceptable 

inequality and impedes us from helping others in worse conditions. Last year we spent 17 billions 

of dollars in pet food and only 2 more in malnutrition and famine programs.”.

Eric Assadourian, director of the “State of the World 2010” project at the Worldwatch Institute, 

agrees with this evaluation: “We are to be compared to the inhabitants of Easter island who have 

 

 



consumed so many of their natural resources they encountered extinction”.
Today's conference also proposed many solutions: a stronger moderation in consuming goods, a 

more equal distribution of resources and the adaptation of lifestyles more compatible with our 

ecosystem. “We are at a turning point”, says Andrea Masullo. “We need to center economy on 

the principle of equal distribution of the Earth's resources, keeping in mind our responsibility 

towards the future generations, shifting from competitive opportunism to collaboration and 

solidarity”. 

The new approach – says Assadourian – can be diffused through cultural pioneers, those who 

before others have understood the inevitability of this transformation. “Journalists need to 

become an active part of the solution if only they learn how to divulge the most virtuous examples 

instead of the old wrong models. They need to diffuse new models and paradigms that can 

respond to challenges in a long time period”. 

Joan Martinez-Allier, economist at the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona has proposed 

instead an alliance among the supporters of economic de-growth in the north of the globe and 

the organizations fighting for environmental justice in under-developed countries: “The experts 

and environmentalists of the western world are proposing a type of progress that aims to living 

well but with less, proposing co-housing programs, waste reduction, recycling and green energy 

use only. The environmentalists in the southern hemisphere, in contact through the web, are 

fighting against the abuses caused by exploitation of resources and waste disposal caused by the 

rich countries in their territories. An alliance of these two movements is logical and natural. But 

this alliance must not be based on the idea of halting economic growth all over the world. It has 

to propose a new common solution against the hegemony of economy and for the pluralism of 

values”.
 

Abstracts of the lectures are available on  www.greenaccord.org. Live streaming of the VIII Greenaccord 

Internationa Forum is on www.greencanal.eu
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