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General data

TERITORY: 56 542 km2 
TERITORIAL SEA: 31 067 km2
SEA COASTLINE: 5 835,3 km

POPULATION (2001.g.): 4 467 460
PEOPLE PER KM: 78,4 
CAPITAL: Zagreb, population –691.724 

FOREIGN DEBT: 29 BILION EUR

STRICT RESERVATES: 2 
NATIONAL PARKS: 8 
NATURE PARKS: 11

HIGHEST POINT: Dinara, 1 831 m



  

Protected Areas

447 locations and areas

- cover 532.064 hectares 

-9,5% of land teritory

-National ecological network 
88.259 km2

- Nature Park Lastovo, last 
protected in 2006.

- first protected National Park 
Plitvička jezera in 1928./29. and 
then 1948. 



  

Forests
Forests cover 2,49 milion 
hectares of land which is 37 
% of land teritory

-Around 2,2 % is strictly 
protected

-Around 11 % is protected

-95 % is natural forests

-Around 80 percent are 
State-owned

Law on forests:

*Economic forests

*Protecting forests

*Forests of special 
function



  

Adriatic Sea

Diverse coast 5 835,3 
km long

• 1 185 islands, cliffs 
and rocks

• 47 islands inhabited



  

Big animals

180 - 230 wolfs (2007) 60 – 130 lynx 600–1000 brown bears



  

UNESCO natural sites in Croatia

National park Plitvice Lakes – 
UNESCO HERITAGE

Nature Park Papuk - GEOPARK



  

Fragmentation of habitats
• New highways pass 

through main habitats 
of big animals: bear, 
lnx and wolf

• There are some 
bridges 100-200 
meters long over 
highways which 
animals use to cross 
to the other side.



  

Current Government’s transport
infrastructure priority projects

New railway from 
Hungary to Rijeka sea 
port

Bridge coast – 
Pelješac half-island

Planned

Canal Danube-Sava

Finished
Highway Zagreb-Split



  

Highways
• 1991. – 302 km highways
• 2005. - 888 km
• 2006. - 1070 km
• Planned 2010. - 1450 km

• Number of 
private vehicles 
doubled in cities 
since 2000.
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Energy production

-51 % from renewable 
source, but most of 
hydro power plants

-Only 0,285% is 
produced in wind plants

- and 0,001% from solar 
energy

Hydro

Thermo

Thermo

NP Krško

Hydro

Small hydro

Wind

Solar

Renewable energy sources 

Energy production in Croatia



  

Land and urbanisation
Coast line 5 835,3 km

Inhabitants - 1.144.052 

Urbanised and constructed 
1960. – 120-150 km
2000. – 840 km (15% of whole coastline)

Mess in local spatial plannig supported 
illegal building all over the coast 

since 2004. strong government 
campaign for ruining houses

Decree baning building in area 1 km 
at the coast



  

Most researched invasive species

- Since 1994. Caulerpa taxifolia  (3 
locations)

- 2000. Caulerpa racemosa  (34 
locations) 

Fast spread make tick coverage on sea 
bottom which kill all other autochtone 
life.

Red alga Wormeselya setacea  and few 
sorts of fish from Red Sea and Pacific.



  

Waste

In 3 summer months 
10 milion tourists 
produce 44.362 t of 
comunal at the coast.

We produce 1,3 
milion tones of 
communal waste 
each year

 295 kg per capita 
each year 

Sublaws (details) 
based on the Law 
on waste:
-Package waste

-E-waste

-Medical waste

-Tires

-End-of-life vehicles

-Waste motor oil

-consum oil

-Asbest waste

Still no sublaw on 
construction waste. 



  

Mines
• around 240 000 

mines

• unknown 
number of non-
exploded 
weapons

• 13 thousand 
boards warning 
on mine fields Mines – suspected area – 

997 km2



  

Tourism numbers
• Hotels - 101.925 beds
• Private rooms - 363.282 beds
• Camps - 205.754 beds
• Marines - 50 marina with 15.407 places
• State budget revenue:

2006. – 6,3 billion EUR
2007. – up to 7 billion EUR

• Number of tourists in 2006:  9.740.391
• Number of overnights in 2006:  53 milion



  

Tourists in national parks
NP Plitvička jezera 749.000

NP Krka  577.000

NP Brijuni 163.000

Nature park Kopački rit
25 000 in 2007



  

Government bodies

Till 2004 - integrated 
Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and Physical 
Planning

-Since 2003., environment 
is in competence of 
Ministry of 
Env.Protection,Physical 
Planning and 
Construction

-Ministry of Culture 
manages nature 
protection



  

Legislation
Strategies:
- Of environmental protection
- Conservation of biological and 

landscape diversity
- Management of waste
- Sustainable development

Laws:
• Environmental Protection
• Nature Protection
• Physical Planning and 

construction
• Waters
• Forests
• GMOs
• Ecological agriculture
• Chemicals

International conventions ratified, including 
Kyoto Protocol, 
Convention on Biodiversity, Climate 
protection,
ESPO
Aarhus convention

Still now law on soil protection



  

Fund of Environmental 
Protection and Energy Efficiency
- Since 2004.
- taxes for polluters 

companies, owners of 
private car for emitions 
of greenhouse gases

- taxes on package, end-
of-life vehicles, 
electronic devices 

- Transfer money to 
subsidies and grants to 
private 
companies,NGOs,scienti
sts for environmental 
projects

- www.fzoeu.hr

http://www.fzoeu.hr/


  

environmental media
• national Croatian 

Television (HRT)
- Eco zone, weekly

• National radio (HRT)
- E–like Earth, weekly

• Magazines – GEO, 
Meridijani, National 
Geographic, Una Terra, 
Eco Review

• Online – Geografija.hr, 
Ekologija.hr

• CEPC, Alertonline.org



  

Croatian Environmental
Press Centre

• Since 2004
• Networking, training, 

publishing,  promoting 
environmental 
journalism in Croatia

• 15 members till now, 
from print, radio, TV 
and online media



  

• Thank you for listening...

Kruno Kartus
Croatian Environmental Press Centre
www.alertonline.org
kruno@alertonline.org

http://www.alertonline.org/
mailto:kruno@alertonline.org

