
  
 
Climate Witness: Alton Byers, USA 
 

About Alton: 
Alton Byers has been a mountain climber since he was 17. Over the 
last few decades, he has been taking a series of photographs of 
glaciers and mountains he has climbed to compare them to past photos 
taken in the same location. 
 

Quote: “Since I started taking my own photos, I have noticed a tremendous change 
in glacier ice.” 

 
Alton’s story: 
 
My name is Alton Byers and I am 56 years old. I’m a mountain geographer and have been a 
mountain climber since I was 17. In recent years I have taken a number of photos of glaciers in 
Nepal and Peru from the exact same spot as photographers from over 50 years ago. The obvious 
decline of glaciers in these areas is startling.  
 
In 1988 I first started documenting climate change in Peru, where there is probably no better case 
for climate change than the Cordillera Blanca. In the 1930s Erwin Schneider took many photos of 
glaciers and high altitude landscapes. I was able to locate a large collection of his photos at the 
Austrian Alpine Club in Innsbruck and started to reproduce them by relocating, as near as possible, 
Schneider’s original photopoints — a process known as “repeat photography” — to find out what 
the changes in the landscape were.  
 
Since I started taking my own photos, I have noticed a tremendous change in glacier ice.  
 
Ice melting in the Cordillera Blanca has been well documented over the last 60 years, but I can 
now look at photos I took only 10 years ago and see even further changes in the glaciers, the 
retreat of glaciers, and the formation of new and sometimes dangerous glacial lakes. 
 
Very few people seem to be actually on the ground talking to local people to find out what their 
perceived impacts are. For example, how is climate really affecting their lives? In terms of water 
supply, agriculture, livelihood, safety — what are the threats that have been identified? What are 
the opportunities? And what are some solutions?  
 
 
Read full testimonial: www.panda.org/climatewitness/byers 
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