
  
 
Climate Witness: Apa Sherpa, Nepal 
 

About Apa: 
Apa Sherpa holds the record for reaching the summit of Mount Everest 
19 times - more than any other person. He has been mountaineering for 
decades, and has begun to notice changes in the Himalayas. 
 

Quote: “The Imja glacial lake has slowly grown to a massive size in front of my eyes. 
My wife and I lost all our property and nearly lost our lives when a similar glacial lake 
Dig Tsho burst in 1985. I know how severe the impacts will be if a lake like Imja 
would burst. It would mean total devastation.” 

 
Apa Sherpa’s story: 
 
My name is Apa Sherpa. I am 49 years old and I live in Thame, a village in the Solukhumbu district 
of Nepal, right on the Everest trail. I’m a mountaineer by profession. 
 
I have climbed the mountains in this area for more then twenty years. I hold the world 
record for climbing Mt. Everest for the most times – 19. During the past decades, I have 
observed many changes in the climate in this area. 
 
The changes in weather patterns are drastic. It didn’t snow at all during December, 
January and February, when it should snow heavily, and it finally snowed massively in 
May, when usually it’s dry. The numbers of hot days are also increasing. For the first time 
in my life, during the Eco Everest Expedition 2009, I saw running water around Camp 4 
and near the summit of Mt. Everest. In fact, at Camp 2 we did not even have to melt snow 
for drinking, which was very rare in previous expeditions. 
 
The melting glaciers pose an immediate threat due to the ever-increasing glacial lakes. 
The Imja glacial lake has slowly grown to a massive size in front of my eyes. My wife and I 
lost all our property and nearly lost our lives when a similar glacial lake Dig Tsho burst in 
1985. I know how severe the impacts will be if a lake like Imja would burst. It would mean 
total devastation and not just for the people in the immediate vicinity but maybe also for 
people living downstream. 
 
The people in the area are not very aware about these issues and therefore they cannot 
connect these changes into a single phenomenon. But these changes could have serious 
consequences for us. I hope our senior politicians and the government realize that climate 
change poses an immediate threat to the people living in the mountainous region. 
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