
  
 
Climate Witness: Norbu Sherpa, Nepal 
 

About Dawa: 
With his family’s 25 years of mountain trekking experience, Dawa has 
seen how climbing conditions in the Himalayas are becoming 
increasingly dangerous. He is also worried about glacier lake outburst 
floods which threaten local people and the much needed tourism 
industry.  
 

Quote: “Imja Lake is the most dramatic example of a potential glacier lake outburst flood, 
because if it bursts it could wipe out about 70% of the trekking trail to Everest Base Camp. 
Not only will that destroy homes and potentially kill people in the downstream community, but 
it will wipe out the jewel in the crown of Nepal’s tourism industry and Nepal depends on 
Tourism.” 

 
Dawa's story: The changed climate conditions are making climbing in the Himalayas more 
dangerous and threaten local communities 
 
My name is Dawa Steven Sherpa and I am from Kathmandu, Nepal. I am 25 years old. My Dad is 
a Sherpa from the Everest Region and my mum is Belgian. My family have run a climbing 
company and outfitting agency for 25 years now and I have grown up with mountaineers, so 
climbing and mountaineering have always been a passion.  
 
A close call becomes a wake up call 
 
In May 2007, after summiting Mt. Everest, I went back down to base camp when suddenly there 
was a rescue situation. As I was going up, some of my team were coming down. They were 
praying Buddhist mantras and as they passed me they said: “Dawa, if you want to die keep going, 
but if you want to live come down with us”. The ice was cracking and the ice under my feet was 
slush. So I went back. About one hour after I had turned back, the whole football field area had 
collapsed. I know if I hadn’t turned back I would have died in there. The dramatic collapse of this 
portion of the famous Khumbu Icefall was unusual.   
 
Another major threat are “glacial lake outburst floods” or GLOF. A GLOF occurs when a glacial 
lake is created by melting glacier and it bursts. Imja Lake is the most dramatic example of a 
potential GLOF, because if it bursts it could wipe out about 70% of the trekking trail to Everest 
Base Camp. Not only will that destroy homes and potentially kill people in the downstream 
community, but it will wipe out the jewel in the crown of Nepal’s tourism industry and Nepal 
depends on Tourism.  
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