
  
 
Climate Witness: David Tobar Franco, Guatemala 
 

 

About David Tobar Franco 
David Tobar Franco is from Puerobarrios, Isabal. An accountant, David 
currently works as one of the mayor’s advisers, and has been working 
in the municipality for around 30 years. 

Quote: “The “Motagua” river used to be the biggest river in Guatemala . Now is not.” 
 
David's story: Eroding land and disappearing flora and fauna. 
 
The biggest change for me is in the sea where the tide comes in higher and higher more often. We 
used to have 2 to 3 storms in a year but now we see how the storms are becoming more frequent. 
It is also shocking to see all the damage from the storms. Before it was very unusual to see 
overflowing rivers but now just a shower can cause the river to overflow. There is a lot of water 
coming into the rivers from the sea and that makes the tides bigger and the floods even higher.  
 
We have had many problems with erosion. The beaches are damaged and there has been serious 
erosion in the coastal areas and the flows of the rivers. We also have serious problems in some 
places where the erosion has affected houses, properties and roads. There have been huge 
changes; for example with the “Motagua” river used to be the biggest river in Guatemala and now 
is not. 
 
We have seen the disappearance of many native trees too, particularly fruit trees which I believe 
have died due to climate changes. We used to have citrus fruit trees, grapefruit and the “pomelas” 
which no longer exist in this area. We have also observed that many animals have disappeared 
from the woods and the sea. We have found a huge number of fish floating dead on the sea, 
sometimes due to poisoning and some other due to water warming. 
 
Every local government has made different efforts. The central government has suggested several 
measures to overcome those problems but they don’t have enough resources to follow through. I 
believe that the community is gaining more awareness of how serious the problem is however it 
will be very difficult for the population to accept any measures to combat these climate change 
problems because they believe you are trying to restrict them. The population has to be aware of 
these kind of problems in order for the government measures to succeed. 
 
 
 
Read full testimonial and scientific background: www.panda.org/climatewitness/franco 
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