
  
 
Climate Witness: Diego Redini, Italy 

 

 
About Diego Redini 
Diego Redini is 29 years old and lives at Canneto sull’Oglio, a small 
village on the Padana Plain. As a farmer and stock-breeder, he has 
experienced the impacts of climate change in the form of a decreased 
productivity of his dairy cattle. 

Quote: “My farm is located in the Padana Plain where in the last few years summer 
temperatures have been very high and have been accompanied by strong humidity, 
an extremely negative climate for cattle. As a result, my milk-cows produced 30% 
less milk in the summer compared to the winter.” 

 
Diego’s story: Milk production falls as temperatures rise 
My name is Diego Redini, I’m 29 and I live at Canneto sull’Oglio, in the province of Mantua. I raise 
cattle for the production of milk and I grow fodder crops. The climate changes have had – and will 
have – an impact on all the aspects of my farming activities.  
 
My farm is located in the Padana Plain where in the last few years summer temperatures have 
been very high and have been accompanied by strong humidity, an extremely negative climate for 
cattle. At high temperature and with high humidity levels, milk-cows drastically reduce the ingestion 
of fodder drinking much more water.  
 
As a result my milk-cows produced 30% less milk in the summer compared to the winter. 
Furthermore, the milk produced in the summer is very low in fat and proteins compared to the one 
produced in winter and this is due to the bigger quantity of water that the cattle drink in the summer 
compared to the fodder actually ingested. This is also having a severe impact on fertility. 
 
In order to try to reduce this kind of “heat-related stress”, 3 years ago I installed a cooling system 
for milk-cows: this system alternates between periods when water is sprayed on the animals from 
the ceiling and periods with ventilation produced by large fans. Furthermore, during the summer, I 
usually modify the cattle diet adding for instance some vitamins and potassium carbonate to keep 
the cattle “in a good shape”.  
 
As to the growing of fodder crops, two main aspects have to be taken into account: irrigation and 
the heat-related stress for some particular crops. When the temperatures remain high for long 
periods of time, the health and the productivity of the plant decrease and it becomes more 
vulnerable to parasites (for instance European corn borer). 
 
The higher temperatures and the scarcity of rain-falls in the summer make irrigation water very 
scarce so we now irrigate at night because in so doing we definitely reduce the stress on the plants 
and at the same time we also reduce water consumption (thus decreasing costs).   
 
Read full testimonial and scientific background: www.panda.org/climatewitness/redini   
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