
  
 
Climate Witness: Mbiwo Constantine Kusebahasa, Uganda 
 
  

About Constantine 
Mbiwo Constantine Kusebahasa is a farmer at the foot of the Rwenzori 
Mountains in Kasese, western Uganda. Born in 1938, he has seen the 
glaciers on the mountains recede. Rainfall has become erratic affecting 
his source of livelihood, agriculture. He has seen and increase in 
malaria due to warmer temperatures. 
 

 
Constantine’s story: Change in rainfall and an increase in Malaria mosquitoes 
 
My name is Mbiwo Constatine Kusebahasa. I was born in 1938 to the Bakonjo tribe, a hardy and 
friendly people in the Rwenzori Mountains. I have a wife and children. 
 
I am a farmer on the foothills of the Rwenzori Mountains. I started farming around 1954; we would 
plant our crops and get good harvest. We grow maize, beans, sweet potatoes, cassava, and 
vegetables. However, starting in the 1970’s, I started to notice gradual changes in our 
environment. 
 
We used to have two planting seasons. The first was in March-April and the second was in July-
August. But now, planting our crops as we used to earlier is no more. Now we start planting in 
September, hoping that the rains would come and our crops would flourish. We have been forced 
to adapt to cope with the changing weather patterns. 
 
We used to have white stuff (glaciers and snow) that was spreading all over the mountain tops. It 
was clearly visible from the foothills. That is where we thought the rains came from. However, all 
the glaciers have disappeared! 
 
When I was young, this area was very cold. We needed heavy blankets to keep warm, especially 
during the night. Now the area is much warmer. Before the 1970’s, we did not know what malaria 
was. The mosquitoes that spread malaria are thriving due to the higher temperatures. At present, 
there are many cases of malaria in the Kasese area. 
 
 
Read full testimonial and scientific background: www.panda.org/climatewitness/kusebahasa  
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