
  
 
Climate Witness: Nelly Damaris Chepkoskei, Kenya 
 

 

About Nelly: 
Nelly Damaris Chepkoskei, 51, is a farmer living in the Kericho District 
in the west of Kenya. She  is married and has five children. On her 
farm, Nelly grows maize, tea and keeps a few dairy cattle. 

 
Quote: “Now, people are even dying from malaria, something that was virtually unheard of 
20-30 years ago.” 

 
Nelly's story:  My name is Nelly Damaris Chepkoskei. 
 
Working with the women in my community I have heard many stories about changes in our local 
environment in the past 20-30 years. Many of these changes I have also witnessed myself. This includes 
uncontrolled clearing of the bushes and trees on virgin forest land to create more land for farming and 
settlement. 
 
What is disturbing us most are changes to the weather. For example, rainfall patterns have changed 
drastically in the last decades. Here in the Kericho District we used to have rainfall throughout the year. I 
remember clearly that my family celebrated Christmas when it was raining heavily, but this has changed. 
Today, Christmas is usually dry.  
 
Temperatures have increased in the last decades, even during the rainy seasons — a strange scenario in 
Kericho District indeed. Unlike 20 years ago, the dry season at present is hotter to the extent that all the 
grass dries up. This was not the case before, when grass would remain green even during the dry season. 
This means that there isn’t enough fodder for my cows, leading to a drop in milk production and also 
income. The soils are also left bare during the dry season leading to erosion at the onset of the rains. 
 
Kericho is a high altitude area and the cold weather used to ensure that mosquitoes could not survive here. 
However, one of the effects of the higher temperatures is the increased number of mosquitoes resulting in 
increased incidence of malaria in this district. This started in the 1980s. Now, people are even dying from 
malaria, something that was virtually unheard of 20-30 years ago.  
 
I have also noticed that, with the warmer weather, there are more pests affecting our crops. As a result, 
more pesticides are being used. The additional cost of pesticides means our farming business becomes 
less profitable. Moreover, these pesticides also pollute our environment. 
 
All these changes in our local environment and climate have led to a situation in which food scarcity and 
poverty has become the order of each year. The situation needs urgent attention.  
 
Read full testimonial and scientific background: www.panda.org/climatewitness/chepkoskei 
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