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6TH INTERNATIONAL FORUM OF INFORMATION 

FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF NATURE 

“ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT FOR THE GLOBAL SOUTH” 
DOMUS LA QUERCIA - VITERBO, 25-28 NOVEMBER 2008

Under the patronage of the President of the Italian Republic
The economic crisis as a spring for an ecological transformation of the economy?
The grave economic crisis gripping the entire global economy has forced everyone to make a series of reflections on the current economic and social system.  In particular it has stimulated an indispensable debate on the models of global development adopted heretofore, and on the problems and sustainability of these models.  The debate turns also to the interconnections between development and environment, and the consequent connections between environmental problems and new forms of poverty.

The current economic crisis, with all of the difficulties that it brings, could however have an important effect on putting a brake on the unsustainable growth of carbon dioxide emissions of recent decades, redirecting the current economic system and giving, finally, the correct priority to social and environmental indicators. 

With particular attention to the African, Asian, and South American areas, the relationship between economic development and environment will be the theme of the 6th International Forum of Information for the Safeguarding of Nature - “Environment and Development for the Global South.” The event, organized by Greenaccord, will take place from 25 to 28 November in Viterbo, at the historic residence “Domus La Quercia.”

The Forum opens on Tuesday 25 November at 9:00 with the presentations of Gian Paolo Marchetti, President of Greenaccord, Lorenzo Chiarinelli, Bishop of Viterbo, Stefania Prestigiacomo, Minister of the Environment and of Protection of Territory and Seas, Alessandro Mazzoli, President of the Province of Viterbo and Marcello Meroi, Vice-Mayor of the City of Viterbo.

The first talk of the morning will be by Sergio Marelli, Director General of FOCSIV, entitled “The Global South in the Development Plans of the UN,” followed directly by Walden Bello, Alternative Nobel Award in 2003 and Executive Director of Focus On The Global South, who will beginning with the current grave economic crisis will discuss “The Limits of the Resources for Feeding Growth.”
The afternoon session, chaired by Edo Ronchi, President of the ISSI, will see presentations by Diadiè Dagnoko, former Minister of Culture of Mali and Coordinator of the World Social Forum, Marcel Claude, economist and professor at the University of Cile, Antonio Bertolotto, President of the MARCOPOLO Environmental Group and Alessio Ciacci, Secretary of the Environment of the City of Capannoni, which recycles 80% of its garbage.

Wednesday 26 November we would like to call attention to the presentation of Joseph Tainter, one of the world’s principal experts on the theme of sustainability, with his talk “How to Get Beyond the Model Which Condemns The Global South.”  «For most of its evolutionary history – emphasized Tainter in a recent talk – humanity lived with rather simple social forms.  Complex societies are in fact the exception that needs to be explained.  The ecological and political collapse of similar societies, therefore, does not appear to be a mystery, but rather a problem and a possibility which must force us to examine our own modern civilization.  Observing past societies can therefore allow us to learn something, to “think” about collapse and act with wisdom to prevent it.»
Another talk of particular interest, which again underlines the connections between economic development and environment, is that of Joan Martinez Alier, professor of economics and economic history at the Autonomous University of Barcelona.

«The economic crisis – underlines Alier – will bring with it a welcome slowing down of the unsustainable growth of the emissions of carbon dioxide of recent decades.  It will certainly provide an opportunity to redirect the economy towards a new path for material and energetic flows and will offer the possibility of restructuring social institutions: the objective in the Western countries should be living well without the absolute imperative of economic growth.
This means – continues Alier – that happiness is not correlated with an increase in personal wealth, at least once one has reached a certain level of economic well-being, and that it is correlated with an evaluation of social and environmental factors.  Heretofore economic evaluations have not correctly accounted for the cost of damage to the environment, the cost of exhaustion of resources. In light of this, it seems that at the macroeconomic level the moment has arrived to substitute GDP with other indicators of a social and environmental character. […] It is imperative that we invest more in services and environmental resources and push for the introduction of an economic language that better reflects our relationship with nature, not forgetting the legitimacy of other “languages” like those of territorial rights, and social and environmental justice. »
Thursday and Friday, in conclusion, will be directed towards an examination of environmental communication and how to diffuse environmental information that is correct but also involving and with concrete intentions. 

Numerous important people from the world of communications, but also a number of journalists who, in representing several continents, will present projects sponsored by Network Greenaccord, which for years has sought to promote environmental information which is qualified and up-to-date.

Greenaccord Press Office 

Nicola Checcarelli 

+39.339.723.4724

Martina Valentini 

+39.338.918.0001

+39.075.505.1681

press@greenaccord.it
